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Maurice Blackburn lawyers will go the  
extra mile to get you the compensation  
you deserve. 

If you are injured at work or have 
suffered loss, I recommend Maurice 
Blackburn Lawyers. They are the 
experts in personal injury law and will 
get you the best possible outcome.

Maurice Blackburn champions the 
same values and causes as VAHPA. 
Their lawyers have successfully fought 
to improve workers’ rights and to 
achieve fairness in the workplace.

Maurice Blackburn is the preferred legal 
advisor for our union. While the firm has a 
strong reputation in work and road injury 
compensation, they can also help you 
with a range of other services including 
financial advice or will disputes, medical 
negligence, asbestos related diseases and 
superannuation and insurance matters.

As a union member you can benefit from a 
range of free legal services, including a free 
initial consultation and a standard will.

VAHPA is proud to stand alongside 
Maurice Blackburn Lawyers, who has 
successfully represented our members. 

If you need legal advice or assistance,  
please contact VAHPA on 1300 322 917,  
or contact Maurice Blackburn directly.

CRAIG MCGREGOR 
Secretary 

Victorian Allied Health 
Professionals Association

“ Thank you so much. 
Maybe there is some 
justice left in the world. 
Just goes to show the big 
guys don’t always beat 
the little guys. Our thanks  
to everyone involved.”
Maurice Blackburn client

“ We have been delivering for 
union members since 1919.  
We are proud of our history 
and record of success in 
delivering for workers. We 
look forward to meeting you 
to see how we can help you, 
your family or workmates.”

  John Salanitri 
Work Injuries Principal
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Free standard Will

We offer a free standard will 
to all VAHPA members and 
their partners, as well as retired 
VAHPA lifetime union members. 
Find out more from our Wills 
Department at 1800 371 871.

Free telephone advice

We provide a free 30-minute phone 
consultation to answer any legal 
questions from VAHPA members, 
including retired members and 
their families. If we are unable to 
assist, we’ll make sure you are 
referred you to someone who 
can. Contact us at 1800 810 812.

Free first consultation

VAHPA members get their first 
consultation free*. We’ll explain 
all your legal options and any 
potential fees. Most of our 
practice areas are managed on 
a no win, no fee basis. Which 
means that wherever possible 
you only pay if you win the case.

From the time we were founded 
by trade unionist and lawyer 
Maurice Blackburn in 1919, we 
have had a strong commitment 
to workers’ rights and social 
justice. We have delivered 
thousands of compensation 
settlements for Australians 
who have suffered workplace 
accidents, or been victims of 
negligence and unfair practices. 

Benefits for  
VAHPA members

About us

“ In two recent workers’ compensation 
cases, we secured more than seven 
times the initial settlement offers  
for our clients.”

  John Salanitri 
Workers Injuries Principal

“ The difference at Maurice Blackburn 
is our belief in what we do. Our 
lawyers are driven to get the best 
results for our clients and settle for 
nothing less.”

  Steve Walsh 
Chairman of Maurice Blackburn

We offer affordable services

We believe the law should serve 
everyone, not just those that can 
afford it. We provide flexible fee 
structures, and in most cases 
act on a no win, no fee* basis. 

We take on the big corporations

We are not afraid to take on cases 
against powerful corporations, 
insurance companies and 
institutions. For example, over 
the past 25 years, we have 
won more than $1 billion in 
total and permanent disability 
claims for our clients from 
superannuation insurance.  

We have the most respected  
legal experts

With more than 1000 staff 
throughout Australia, we employ 
some of the country’s best and 
most respected legal professionals. 
We have specialist lawyers in 
different practice areas prepared 
to fight on your behalf. 

We are right where you need us

With 29 permanent offices and 
another 28 visiting offices, we are 
members of your local community 
and are backed by the resources 
of our national legal network. 

We are on your side

We will get you the outcome you 
deserve and our experts ensure you 
get the maximum compensation 
possible for your claim. 

Why choose  
Maurice Blackburn?

*Conditions apply
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• Report the injury immediately  
to VAHPA

• Report the injury to your  
employer in writing within  
30 days of the injury

• Visit your doctor for treatment  
and tell them how you were injured

• Send a copy of the completed work 
injury claim form to WorkSafe.  
You can get a copy of these forms 
from your employer, VAHPA,  
your local post office, your doctor 
or WorkSafe

• Do not provide a statement to a 
WorkSafe investigator without 
seeking legal advice

• Challenge negative decisions by 
WorkSafe or its authorised insurer. 
Make sure you speak to VAHPA

• Seek legal advice if you have a 
permanent injury. It could be a 
cumulative injury, such as hearing 
loss, that gradually developed over 
your career and that you may not 
immediately associate with work. 
Remember you may be entitled to 
a lump sum in addition to weekly 
payments and medical expenses

• Seek legal advice if you think  
you have a claim and might  
be made redundant or are 
considering resigning.

IMPORTANT TIPS IF YOU ARE INJURED AT WORK

If you were injured at work or 
have an illness that was caused 
or worsened by your work, you 
will most likely be entitled to 
compensation. The level and 
nature of benefits will depend 
on the date of your injury and 
your capacity to work. 

Lump sum payments for 
permanent injury

If you have a permanent physical 
or psychological injury you 
may be entitled to a lump sum 
compensation on top of any weekly 
payments and medical expenses.

You may be able to sue  
for negligence

If your injuries are the fault of your 
employer or any other person and 
you are left with a serious injury, 
you could be entitled to lodge a 
common law claim for a further 
lump sum to cover your pain 
and suffering and income loss. 

Time limits apply so it is 
important to act quickly. 
Contact us to arrange a free first 
consultation to ensure you are 
informed about your rights.

Injured at work?  
You may be entitled  
to compensation

“ Our lawyer explained the legal 
jargon to us, provided unprompted 
updates and broke down language in 
simple terms we could understand.”

 Maurice Blackburn client
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If you have been injured in a road 
accident, you will most likely 
be entitled to compensation.

We manage road accident 
situations including car, 
motorcycle, bus, truck, tram, 
cycling, pedestrian and public 
transport injuries. We can help 
you get the most out of your road 
accident claim and entitlements.

Lump sum payments for 
permanent injury

If you have been left with a 
permanent psychological or 
physical injury, you are entitled 
to lump sum compensation, no 
matter who caused the accident. 
This includes compensation 
for disfigurement, such as 
scarring. This is on top of 
any weekly payments and 
medical expenses claim.

• Report your accident to the police 
immediately or as soon as possible

• Lodge a claim with the Transport 
Accident Commission (TAC) at 
1800 332 556 

• Make sure you list all of your 
injuries, no matter how small, on 
your claim form 

• Seek medical advice and tell your 
doctor of all injuries and how the 
incident occurred

• Take photographs of the vehicle or 
at the scene where possible

• Seek legal advice before speaking 
with a TAC investigator

• Keep invoices and receipts for all 
out-of-pocket expenses relating 
to your injury (these can only be 
claimed within two years)

• Ask your legal advisor what you 
can claim rather than relying on 
the TAC to tell you about your full 
compensation entitlements. 

• Seek legal advice about what 
compensation you are entitled 
to if you have been left with a 
permanent injury

IMPORTANT TIPS IF YOU ARE  
INJURED ON THE ROAD

You may be able to sue  
for negligence

If your injury is a result of another 
person’s negligence, you can lodge 
a common law claim for a further 
lump sum. This is a claim for any 
pain, suffering and income loss. 

To be eligible for a common 
law claim you must have 
suffered a serious injury and 
have lodged a claim within 
six years of the accident. 

• Contact VAHPA or Maurice 
Blackburn directly for a free 
superannuation insurance check 

• Be aware that the sickness or 
injury does not need to be work-
related. We will investigate 
this for you free of charge and 
advise if you have a claim

• Seek medical advice. Even if 
medical evidence says you are fit 
for alternative work – you may still 
be able to make a claim because 
you’re not fit for your ‘usual’ job

• VAHPA and Maurice Blackburn  
can help you with the entire  
claims process from checking  

for cover to gathering the 
necessary evidence to 
support your claim

• Get legal help with your claim. 
Making a claim can be complicated, 
especially if you have complex 
health problems, a mixed work 
history or a hostile work place. 
If you try to run the claim 
yourself, it could  be rejected

• Be aware that if your claim is 
rejected, you don’t have to 
accept the decision. There 
are processes in place for you 
to dispute the outcome

IMPORTANT TIPS IF  
YOU CAN’T WORK

“ We will check you are receiving the 
maximum compensation. In one recent 
case we found the insurance fund 
assessor made key errors in the benefit 
calculation and we were able to secure 
a further $300,000 for our client.”

  Kim Shaw 
Superannuation Principal

Injured on the road? You 
may be entitled to injury 
benefits or compensation

For most people, superannuation 
is only used for retirement. 
But if you have been forced to 
stop work for medical reasons, 
you may be able to access 
disability insurance entitlements 
from your superannuation.

Draw on superannuation  
disability insurance

Superannuation insurance is there 
to protect you if you can’t work 
regardless of how your injury or 
illness happened. Injuries and 
illnesses can range from heart 
attack to mental illness. Any 
injury suffered at home, on the 
road or outside work can be 
used for your disability claim.

You may be able to claim from 
more than one super fund

If you have changed jobs and 
are a member of more than one 
superannuation fund, you could 
have more than one claim. 

It doesn’t matter if you are retired 
and have already withdrawn your 
superannuation account balance. 
If you had insurance cover at the 
time you stopped work, then you 
can make a claim. We can help you 
find out whether you are eligible 
for compensation from more 
than one superannuation fund.

We specialise in superannuation 
insurance claims and can 
check your insurance claim 

Are you unable to work 
due to sickness or injury?

free of charge. We can also 
check salary continuance and 
income protection insurance 
if it is part of your Employee 
Bargaining Agreement (EBA).
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Our lawyers can assist you with 
a wide range of other legal 
matters, from contesting a Will 
to compensation for workplace 
bullying. Here are some of the 
things we can assist you to do.

Contest a Will

If you’ve been left out of a Will, or 
think that you have been treated 
unfairly in relation to a Will, you 
can challenge the Will to receive 
proper entitlement. Following 
our first free consultation, we’ll 
assess and advise whether 
you have a case to pursue.

Claim compensation for  
medical negligence

You have the right to trust that your 
healthcare provider will look after 
you properly. If you believe your 
healthcare provider has breached 
its duty of care, you may be able to 
make a claim for compensation. 

Assisting you with other 
legal matters

“ Words cannot express my sincere 
appreciation for the remarkable 
outcome of my case. This will 
give me and my family the 
financial security we need to get 
on with life. The team’s friendly 
and professional approach will 
always be remembered with deep 
gratitude.”

  Maurice Blackburn client

Please complete this form and return 
to Maurice Blackburn if you would like 
to receive a free will kit. 

If you would like to receive additional 
information on any of our services, 
please call 1800 810 812:

• WorkCover

• Road Accidents

• Superannuation and insurance

• ComCare

• Will Disputes

• Public Liability

• Medical Negligence

Would you like to receive a Will kit  
for you and/or your spouse?

  Yes      No

Your details
Surname

Given name(s)

Address

Contact number

Union members 
legal service

Please post to:   Wills Department 
Maurice Blackburn 
Level 10  
456 Lonsdale Street 
Melbourne VIC 3000

Asbestos is a deadly mineral that 
was once used in more than 3000 
products in Australia. We have the 
highest rate per capita of asbestos-
related illness in the world. People 
who have been exposed to this 
dangerous substance may get 
seriously ill or die from diseases 
such as asbestosis, mesothelioma 
or asbestos-related lung cancer. 

Have you been exposed  
to asbestos? 

There is no safe level of exposure to 
asbestos and diseases can develop 
slowly over decades. Trade workers 
and home renovators are especially 
at risk of being exposed to this 
material, which was used in building 
materials in Australia for decades. 
Even brief exposure to asbestos 
can result in illness or death. 

Our team of asbestos lawyers have 
the dedication and commitment 
to win your claim. With years of 
experience, we understand the 
circumstances you and your family 
can find yourself in, and work  
swiftly to make the process as 
stress-free as possible. You can make 
a claim, even if you were a smoker.

Maurice Blackburn’s National 
Asbestos Register

The free National Asbestos 
Register has been set up for 
people who have been exposed 
to asbestos but remain healthy. 
The information on the register 
can assist you and others to recall 
relevant information and provide a 
starting point for claims if needed. 

If you or someone you know has 
been exposed to asbestos, you can 
visit the National Asbestos Register 
at mauriceblackburn.com.au/register.

We have Australia’s leading 
medical negligence team, 
dedicated to helping you get your 
life back on track. If you think 
you have experienced negligence 
or malpractice, we can help. 

We also represent families at 
Coronial investigations.

Sue for wrong or misleading 
financial advice

You expect financial advisers 
to help you make the right 
decisions about your money, 
so you can safeguard your 
future and the wellbeing of 
your family. But sometimes, 
this financial and investment 
advice can be misleading, 
negligent or outright wrong. 

We will help you recover what’s 
rightfully yours and can sue for 
compensation. 

Claim compensation for injury  
in a public place

You have the right to be safe 
when you’re in a public place. If 
you have experienced an injury or 
been involved in an accident that 
is the result of another person or 
organisation’s negligent behaviour, 
you may be able to make a claim 
for compensation. 

We have a team of expert public 
liability lawyers who will help you 
fight for your legal rights.

Claim compensation for injury  
by a faulty product

If you have been injured by a 
defective product, you may be 
able to claim compensation. 
Manufacturers have a duty of care 
to the users of their products and 
must take reasonable precautions 
to ensure their products are safe. 

Our expert product liability lawyers 
will fight for your legal rights and 
compensation.
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To find out more about any of Maurice Blackburn’s services,  
or to arrange to meet one of our friendly lawyers, contact:

1800 810 812 
infovic@mauriceblackburn.com.au 
mauriceblackburn.com.au

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter

By appointment in:

Bairnsdale, Ballarat, Bendigo, Broadmeadows, Box Hill, Cranbourne, 
Healesville, Horsham, Kerang, Leongatha, Lilydale, Melton, Morwell, 
Oakleigh, Pakenham, Portland, Rosebud, Sale, Shepparton, Sunbury, 
Swan Hill, Torquay, Warragul, Werribee, Wodonga and Yarra Junction

1800 810 812

Melbourne 
Level 10, 456 Lonsdale Street 
Melbourne 
T 9605 2700

Dandenong 
Suite 3, 314–326 Thomas Street 
Dandenong 
T 9794 0403

Frankston 
Shop 3, 428 Nepean Highway 
Frankston 
T 9784 6100

Geelong 
120 Yarra Street 
Geelong 
T 5221 1152

Greensborough 
85 Grimshaw Street  
Greensborough 
T 9431 7500

Mildura 
159 Lime Avenue 
Mildura 
T 5018 4000

Reservoir 
301 Spring Street 
Reservoir 
T 9462 2608

Ringwood 
41–43 Ringwood Street 
Ringwood 
T 9876 8555

Sunshine 
133 Harvester Road 
Sunshine 
T 9310 2966

Traralgon 
Parkview Business Suites 
Level 1, 7 Princes Highway 
Traralgon 
T 5174 8633

Wangaratta 
29 Ely Street 
Wangaratta 
T 5720 1500

CONTACT USFREE 
WILL 
SERVICE 
FOR  
VAHPA 
MEMBERS

All VAHPA members, and 
their partners, are entitled to 
a free standard Will through 
Maurice Blackburn Lawyers. 
There is no cost to the union 
or members for this service.

To claim your free Will, please 
complete the form on the reverse 
and post to the return address. 
Or call our Wills Department 
directly on 1800 371 871.


